Highland Council climate emergency -  meeting with Donna Manson 5.8.19
Introductions - Lizbeth Collie, Simon McLardie, Stephen Thomas, Anne Thomas
Thanks for having us. Here to help.

We welcome the Declaration of Climate and Ecological Emergency and particularly aiming for 2025 which is what the science requires.  The rhetoric is not exaggerated.  We do face an existential crisis.

We see a huge opportunity to make Highlands a leader.  Highlands was the first Council in Scotland to declare a climate emergency, closely followed by Orkney and Moray. There is scope for working together with these Councils. 
We want to see a resilient healthy, happy, low carbon Highlands.  This could be brought about partly by a green new deal. 
What are you hoping to get out of this meeting?

We’d like a longer term engagement- meeting regularly.
The Science - Stephen Thomas Consultant Chest Physician
The consensus view of over 97% of climate scientists is that we are facing a massive environmental crisis which threatens our very existence on the planet.  To minimise the damage we need a level of response equivalent to preparing for WW2. 

Accordingly, Highland Council has made a declaration of climate & ecological emergency but currently have only two employees mandated to address issues of climate change.

Seemingly the situation is not being taken seriously at the senior executive level of the Council, nor amongst enough elected members. 

XR would be very willing to make a well referenced and validated presentation (approx 1 hr)if that would help the Council to face the reality.

The threats are very real.

Health implications, talks to doctors, SNH document
How to make system change, policy change, behaviour change - Anne Thomas Speech and Language Therapist, and local Green activist.
There is scope to build on the Carbon Clever Initiative, including the declaration signed by over 100 groups. 

One of the XR demands is to tell the truth. There is good work being done but it is often not being communicated partly due to lack of staff with this remit.  Often authorities have not wanted to cause panic or anxiety, so have not communicated the climate emergency even though the science has been very clear.  This needs to be done sensitively but needs to be done if the radical changes needed are to be accepted. 

We could offer talks to councillors, staff groups and each Community Council area.

The recent Climate Change report to the Council recommended involving Highland citizens in determining priorities for system change and behaviour change to de-carbonise the Highlands. 

Does DM accept that this should be based on a clear & public understanding of the GHG impacts of all the main activity groups? 
· Energy (75% of Council’s emissions)

· Transport

· Planning(carbon neutral buildings, EV chargers as standard)

· Leisure & recreation

· Education &Social Care

· Food – local, seasonal procurement, reduced meat, 

· Waste- £5m landfill tax (large plastic sheets & tyres not covered yet)

· Tourism- (tax to be spent on reducing emissions)

· Farming

· Oil & gas industry – managed transition to renewables

· Finance- divestment from dirty fuels

In terms of the full agenda of addressing the ecological emergency as well as global heating, the impact of fish farming and trawling practice and use of herbicides and pesticides should also be examined, openly & honestly.

Climate Change needs to come first in all decisions.  Climate Change Committee including all the Heads of Service. Need a change in attitude ‘can do’ rather than ‘impossible’. 

New roads, airports etc. completely contrary to the Declaration of Climate and ecological emergency.

Citizens’ Assemblies - Simon Mc Lardie Nurse / Lizbeth NHS active travel officer 
The Council is demonstrating admirable focus on getting its own house in order with regard to reducing its contribution to global heating, but does DM agree that facilitating radical behaviour change across the whole Highland population should be a higher priority – even if such a strategy is less attractive to elected members due for re-election in 2.5 years’ time?

Citizens’ assemblies are an answer to this. They avoid difficult decisions being shelved as too hot to handle. 

Because of the urgency of the situation we need people to buy into changes needed.  If they understand the scale of the problem and come up with local solutions themselves they are more likely to do so.

